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CIA Spied on Candidate

By Norman Kempster
Washington Star Staff Writer

CIA Director William
Colby revealed today a CIA
agent participated in a con-
gressional campaign with-
out the knowledge of the
candidate and filed reports
on campaign activities to
the CIA’'s “‘Operation
Chaos” campaign against
domestic anti-war groups.

In testimony to a House
subcommittee Colby con-
ceded the activity was not
proper and he pledged, “it
will not occur again.”

Colby refused to identify
-the congressional candidate
or the agent. But he said
the candidate did not realize
that the agent worked for
the CIA.

REP. JOHN CONYERS,
D-Mich., asked Colby if he
was aware of an agent
being placed in a congres-
sional campaign.

“Not placed,” Colby re-
sponded. “I am aware of a
CIA agent, visiting Ameri-
ca from abroad, who was
invited by a candidate to
accompany him for a few
days. The candidate did not
know that he was a CIA
agent.”

Conyers asked if the
.candidate won or lost.

“I think he lost,” Colby
said.

“That follows,” Conyers
said with a touch of sar-
casm.

“The CIA had nothing to
do t;wil:h him losing,” Colby
said.

Colby said he could not
identify the candidate be-
cause to do so might reveal
the identity of the agent,
who is still working for the
CIA overseas.

“I TAKE A strong posi-
tion on grotecting the iden-
tity of CIA agents,” Colby
said. “We are having a
hard time just now.”

Conyers responded, “I
take a strong position on
the CIA helping people win
or lose congressional elec-
tions. We don't know if
there were more (cases of
this tgpe)."

“There were no more,”
Colby said. ’

In response to a question
from Rep. Bella Abzug, D-

Y., chairman of the
House Government Opera-

—Washington Star Photographer John Bowden
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William Colby, acting director of the Central Intelligence Agency, and his legislative
attorney, Lyle Miller, confer during hearing of House subcommiitee today.

tions Committee’s subcom-
mittee on government
information and individual
rights, Colby confirmed
that the agent filed reports
to Operation Chaos.

“Is that proper?” Abzug
asked.
. “No,” Colby said. “I
have corrected the errors of
the past. It will not occur
again.”

COLBY ALSO said the
CIA has files on between 70
and 75 members of Con-
gress. He said that if any
member asks for informa-
tion from his file the agency
will provide it. He said
about 30 lawmakers have
filed such requests.

The hearing was fre-
quently acrimonious. Colby
insisted that further inves-
tigations could damage the
nation’s intelligence system
while Democrats on the
committee accused the
director of failing to pro-
vide adequate information
to permit the Congress to
supervise the CIA,

“The United States has
developed the best intelli-
gence service in the
world,” Colby said. “We
must not destroy it through
sensational or irresponsible
exposure.”

Colby and Abzug clashed
sharply, with accusing the
CIA of sharing its files and
information with other gov-
ernment agencies ‘“‘much
like back-fence gossip.”

The purpose of the hear-
ings is to determine if the
CIA should continue to
enjoy an exemption from
the Privacy Act of 1974.

IN HIS OPENING state-
ment Colby said Congress
should limit its prying into
agency secrets.

“If American intelligence
is to continue to be effec-
tive, there must be limits to
public exposure of its ac-
tivities,” the CIA director
said.

But Abzug said such
arguments are an attempt

.¢come,”’

agency like the CIA can
function properly if it is
going to violate every sin-
gle law of the country.”

She then cited examples
from the Rockefeller
Commission report of CIA
mail openings, attempts to
disrupt dissident groups
and other violations of the
agency’s charter.

Even before Colby was
permitted to read his open-
Ing statement he and the
chairman engaged in a
heated exchange.

Abzug asked why Richard
Ober, operational head of
Operation Chaos, had not
come as a witness. “I will
speak for the agency,”

olby replied.

“IS THERE any reason
why he is not here this
morning?” Abzug snapped.

“I did not ask him to
Colby replied
blandly.

““Are you aware that the
committee wanted him to
come?”” Abzug asked.

“I have been so inform-
ed,” Colby replied.

Meanwhile, House Demo-
cratic leaders are urging the
antagonists in the battle
that has immobilized the
House CIA committee to’
paper over their, differences
soon so that the long-stalled
ir:ivestigation can get start-
ed.

House Speaker Carl Al-
bert, Democratic Floor
Leader Thomas P. O'Neill
and Caucus Chairman Phil-

“F Burton have made it
plain that they want a set-
tlement that will not invite
charges of cover-up.

Rep. Michael Harrington,
D-Mass., whose harsh
criticism of Committee
Chairman Lucien Ned:i
contributed to the impasse,
said Albert, O'Neill and
Burton yesterday urged
him to get together with
Nedzi in the hopes of reach-
ing an accommodation.

ut a spokesman for
Nedzi, D-Mich., said the
chairman was not interes:-
ed in a “patch-up” agree-
ment that would restore a
situation which Nedzi had
earlier found “‘intolerable.”

THE HOUSE investiga-
tion broke down into inter-
nal strife earlier this month
when a majority of the
committee’s Democrats de-
manded that Nedzi quit as
chairman because the
Michigan Democrat had
been briefed on CIA mis-
deeds and had not informed
other members of the
panel.

In response to the attacks
on him, Nedzi submitted his
resignation as chairman,
saying the situation had be-
come “intolerable.” How-
ever, the House refused o
accept the resignation, an
action which Nedzi consid-
ers a vote of confidence in
him and a vote of no confi-
dence in the dissidents.

Harrington 'said Albert,
O’Neill and Burton
emphasized to him that they
want a solution as soon as
possible, preferably before
the House begins its July
4th holiday on Friday.
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Congress and the American
people to the fact that no
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py Comes In From Co

—In Despair

ried out clandestine operations in
20 countries ~ 12 in the Western -
Hemisphere, three in Africa and
five in Europe.

Ackerman says he had two spe-
cialties: covert political action and .
the clandestine development of in- .
telligence from Communist sources.

In collecting intelligence, he says,
he was most often targeted against :

By WILLIAM MONTALBANO |

Knight Newspaper Writer
(C) 1975 Miaml Herald Publishing Co. '
WASHINGTON — One of Ameri- |
ca's brightest young spies, an ear- |
nest, committed professional who -
says he ran clandestine operations |
mlx fo;,llr continents in the past dec- |
ade, has resi in disgus i
i fgned in disgust frorni

“The “CIA' is paralyzed,” l;ei Russians and Cubans,
s ey are laughing at us |\ oypenaN RESIGNED May 30

in Moscow and Havana, Evern our
friends don’t trust us anymore, [
quit hecause I could no longer do -
my job,” ‘

after 11 years as a case officer in’
the CIA’s Clandestine Services. His !
rank, GS-14, is about equivalent to

1
I

The spy is Mike Ackerman, a 34-
year-old Miamijan who writes.com-
meniaries on classical Judaism in
his spare time and is “more afraid
of the Soviet Union than anything -
else on earth.” ’ :

He‘ charges’ the CIA has been up- |
dermined by its own mistakes, by
adventurist politicians, by a lack of 4
cooperation on .the part of other
government agencies, by elements
of t_}?e American press that have
sacrificed national interest for sen-
sationalism, and by an American
public indifferent to the needs of a |
professional “intelligence - service,

that of a lieutenant colonel, He
was among the youngest officers in
the CIA to hold it, according to a
CIA spokesman who confirmed his
employment and resignation,

Ackerman has not gone public to
tell sensational stories; he says he-
will not violate confidences. His:
goal is to make himself credible
and to make credible his contention
that a vital safeguard to American
security is being destroyed by what

e i e

in the United States.”

See RUSSIANS, Page 54, Col. 1

“You can’t run an intelli- |
gence agency in a goldfish
bowl..,”

~—Mike Ackerman, spy

4
“YOU CANT RUN an intelli- !
sence ageney in a goldfish bowl, it |
is as simple as that.” ‘ |

For four years, Ackerman says !
he traveled widely, mostly in Latin |
America, as a lone-wolf spy based !
in Miami. ;

Since 1964, he says, he has car-
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o “CIA is paralyzed”’

he calls “a hostile political climate .

THE CHARLOTTE QBSER VER
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Ackerman says the CIA has lost)
its effectiveness. oL s
“If 1 were. a- Russian today and
had to talk to somebody I would|
go see MI-6 (British intelligence} or|
the Mossad (Israeli intelligence).:
That would not have beea true a
few years ago i

IN HIS FRUSTRATION, Acker-!
man believes he speaks not only:
for himself but also for other pro-
fessional intelligence officers of his
generation whose personal - circum-;
stances do not allow them to speak’
publicly. He feels they are paying;
for mistakes made by another gen-:
eration of intelligence officers. .

Ackerman says the CIA has noti
acted above reproach. i

@ “It has conducted illegal do-
mestic operations in violation of its
charter. . St

® “It has. sponsored massive !
paramilitary operations, such as the :
Bay of Pigs and the ‘secret’ Laotian .
war. Those adventures could not
have been carried out clandestinely. i
They should not have been-under-
taken by a clandestine service,

® “It hds, I fear, played a role
that is not as. yet clearly defined, ’
in the planning of political assassi~
nations. An American intelligence -

ld-

4
1
P
!
i

service has no business planning .

assassinations. This

is what my :

generation of intelligence officers |
was taught. This is what I believe.” '

Ackerman

said he had been :

taught that the CIA never con- -

doned, participated in or supported
assassination attempts. :

-

Sttir., June 8, 1975
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_ He said assassinations had been |
Suggested by foreign contacts three !
times- during his career but he had;
rebuffed all the suggestions. . ,!
Ackerman added that when the !
reports first began to surface hei
expected a strong, and quick, deni- 1
al from the agency. When that de-
nial was not forthcoming, his con-i
cern with the agency turned to des.
spair, J
®  “Reports of liaison contact ;
with the Mafia are also alarming.|
Neither has the CIA any business |
consorting with organized crime. It |
is not only distasteful, It also vio- |
lates the most bhasic standards of}
professionalism. And it is an unfor- -
givable insult to every case officer
who has ever produced intelligence !
on the international drug traffic.”
Ackerman says he makes no ex-
cuses for the CIA’s failings but he:
does: offer some “reasons.” :
“In fairness, it must be noted |
that the CIA is a young institution. .
When it was created in 1947, it
had little precedent. in American :
history,” Ackerman said in begin- !
ning his explanation. '
“At first it was staffed. largely
by survivors of the swashbuckling i
O35, These were men “who had
come fo the intelligence profession i
by the accident of World War 1II. !
They learned their trade fast and |
loose in no-holds-barred combat. i
“Some of the 0SS veterans ma- |
fured into first-rate inteltigence of- |
ficers in peacetime. Some of them
never = stopped . being  cowbhoys,
These are’ the men " who -ran the
CIA, who executed the Bay of Pigs

sinations.

“MOST OF THEM are retired /
now. But their ghosts linger to -
haunt the generation of profession- |
al intelligence officers that is rising |
to decision-making positions within |
the agency:. The new’ generation is ;
to the OSS as physicists are to al- ;
chemists, . :

“Another point worth remember- ,
ing is that the CIA is not, as it is |
often pictured, a malevolent, self-
directing iustitution. On major is-
sues, it takes its orders directly |
from the President of the United
States and  the National Security
Council. .

“lf the CIA has made mistakes,
50 have its accusers.”

And - Ackerman doesn't have
much good ta say about the two
investigations of the CIA being car- ‘
ried out in Congress. i
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- Guyana.. His . service there under-.
| - embassy cover is‘recorded in 2oV~

and reportedly contemplated assas- ! .
' {
| “available to the |

“HOW DOES: AN intelligence !
agency maintain ‘credibility when !
there are two congressional com-
mittees. tramping through its head- 1
quarters - on - what .amounts to a]
fishing expedition?” .

The former spy takes particular |
aim at the way the press has han- ;
dled the developing CIA story.

“Why is the press so gleefully
ready to attack with malice any-
thing which bears; legitimately or
otherwise, the cloak ‘of national se-
curity? ’

“To be frank, most of what T
have read in-the American press !
about the CIA” i5”garbage. Kernels |
of information.. are: distorted and _{

puffed up untif ‘they- hear no rela.’
tion to the facts; 1o o

“It sometimes “seems to be as
though every two-hit hustler who |
ever shoplifted a Spy novel can
claim today to have been a CIA

agent and,.get :his: name in ‘l;he.}

paper. Many of these self-confessed '

“CIA experts wouldn't know an in- ‘
telligence operation from chopped ' .

liver,” : ;

IN' THE TRADE,> Ackerman was °
known as a “street man,” slang for ‘
that small number of front-line,
spies who think on their feet, usu-
ally.work alone and are-at homé in
the back alley world where intellia‘{

] gence is bought and sold.

He will ackunowledge by name
only two countries where he
served: the. Dominican Republic and .

ernment documen
general public. i ; S0
Today’s CIA can nolonger effec-

tively carry out:either clandestine |.

intelligence gathering or covert po- 1
litical action, he says.. .

“I decided to quit-the day I met

secretly- with a- Communist source !
who was ‘risking His life to see me !
and [ realized T could not guaran-
tee his -security,. -:-
“There’ was no way 1 ‘
promise him that .some irresponsi- '
ble member of Congress or ex-em-
ploye wouldn’t leak his information-y
or that some reporter wouldn’t blat !
it all over the front page. . E
“That is the recent record. And?
that is a national tragedy.” i
In a lengthy series of interviews ;
Ackerman emerged as hawkish, ar- '
ticulate, intelligeqt, somewhat rigid :
and entirely righteous in his con- |
victions.. He is both tense and in-

tense.

!
could

" THE SON OF an immigrant Rus-’
" sian Jew he is profoiindly religious.
He is _a graduate of Dartmouth |
(magna cum laude) and earned a
master’s in-political science }t_ .Coa_
lumbia - University - before -joining

the CIA. oo oo 00
His future plans areyuncerta_un.~-.f
He has about $10,000 in pension ;
fund money from the government
and some $4,000 paid for 1.xm.1!.ed:f
leave time. Initially, at least,-he!
will seek public forums to make his
views known. oo o0 o
Ackerman - anticipates  he may
have a credibility problem.
“The cynics will no doubt con-
clude that this is a CIA operation.
It isu’t. It’s my operation. And any-
body who listens.to what I have to
say will quickly discover there is
nobody in the world who would
sponsor-bullheaded Mike Ackerman
but me.” o S :

- ACKERMAN DOES NOT smoke, )
and he drinks little, although he;ig )
an expert handicapper of Miami
singles’ bars. Tn one of them he
was once overwhelmed for the at-
tentions of a girl by a competitor |
who told lurid stories of his career
as a CIA agent. ~

Ackerman’s entire CIA ‘career
,was spent in the Clandestine Serv-
“ices, which: is known officially as
the Deputy. Directorate of- QOpera.
tions, and is sometimes referred to
by the media as the “Dirty Tricks :
Department.” : C ;

The CS8, as Ackerman -calis it, 4
runs covert operations and seeks
intellizence from human sources, It ;
is the most elite, the most secret
and-one of .the smallest divisions of |
the CIA, most. of whose work deals
with intelligence analysis from .
technical journals and the products -
of electronic and photographic es- |
pionage, - . fEl o owre ae

A colleague, once writing a phy-
sical  description of Ackerman, -
noted playfully: “apt to have ketch- :
up. stains on--his. tie and sleeves
t

< ¥

:
i
!
i
{

A

et

after lunch and dinner.” :

Keeping - his ..tie straight is . ot
one of thase things that most con- ;
cerns Ackerman. .- L

“THE ' GREATEST AMERICAN |
intelligence officer who eyer lived :
Was a-gredt, messy, shambling man ;
who looked like" Jackie . Gleason -
with a mustache.” ?

The CIA spokesman who ac- -
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knowledged Ackerman’s  service
said he had left the service “in.the
highest repute.” .
A high CIA executive, who has
been publicly identified as such but :
prefers to remain anonymous - in |
this instance, evaluated Ackerman .
this way: ’ : -
“HE GETS EXTREMELY' high ;
marks for intellect and imagination

. i
and high marks for dedication. I '

vank him in the top 3 per cent
among his peers in performance
-and in the top 10 per cent overall.,”
For the first part of his career,
Ackerman says he was a specialist :
in covert action operations: He ,’
helped break Communist-led '
strikes, he funneled money to the
publisher of a moderate newspaper

under attack; he helped a Demo-
cyatic faction ward off a Commu-
nist takeover of jts political party.
"My specialty was the fast pitch:
to meet a source, try to establish a
relationship and then pitch him. 91
am a representative of U.S. intellj-
gence and I think there are compe]-
ling reasons why you should coop-

|

H
{
1

erate with us.’
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